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AI Ridesharing - It’s Uber, 
Without the Driver

Meet Waymo, a fully autonomous, electric ride-hailing car—no 
human driver included.

Imagine a world where your commute transforms into a seamless, stress-free experience, all thanks to the 
groundbreaking advancements of Waymo’s self-driving technology. Born from Google’s Self-Driving Car Project in 2009, 
Waymo introduced fully autonomous rides in 2015 and in 2024 they are expanding into Metro areas in the US.

 
What is Autonomous Driving?
Autonomous driving, also known as self-driving technology, allows cars to drive without human intervention. These cars 

are equipped with advanced sensors, cameras, and AI systems, which enable them to perceive their surroundings and 

make real-time decisions for braking, steering, and acceleration.   

Advantages and Disadvantages of Self-Driving Cars 
Self-driving cars bring many benefits compared to traditional vehicles that require manual operation. 
Here’s a look at some of these advantages:
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Convenience - Self-driving cars allow passengers to relax or do other things during their travels without driving.
1. Access to Mobility - For those unable to drive due to age, disabilities, or limited access to transportation, this 

provides independence and easy access to destinations.
2. Efficiency - By optimizing routes and driving behavior, self-driving vehicles make travel faster and reduce overall time 

to reach destinations.
3. Cost-Savings - Businesses benefit from reduced reliance on human drivers and the ability to operate for longer 

hours without breaks, resulting in significant savings for businesses and consumers.
4. Traffic Congestion - Equipped with automated driver assistance systems (ADAS), these vehicles reduce traffic 

congestion by anticipating and avoiding potential accidents. 
5. Potentially Safer Driving - There may be a future where AI drives better than a human. With a notable decrease of 

100% in bodily injury claims and 76% in property damage claims, Waymo has been recognized by Swiss Re, a top 
reinsurer, for its significantly higher safety standards than human-driven 
cars. 
 
While self-driving cars offer numerous advantages, they also face some 
challenges. 

1. Matching Human Decision-Making - Struggles to make decisions as 
quickly and effectively as humans do, especially in critical situations.

2. Ethical Dilemmas - Lack the capability to make ethical decisions and 
having the ability to prioritize actions to avoid accidents.

3. Safety Concerns - Accidents have been reported in Arizona and 
California. 

4. Environmental Factors - Weather conditions like snow or heavy rain 
can hide sensors and road markings, challenging navigation systems.

5. Cost Barrier - The affordability of fully automated vehicles continues 
to improve gradually. By 2030, an estimated 12% of new passenger 
cars will boast 3+ autonomous technologies, with this figure projected 
to rise to 37% by 2035 for advanced AD technologies.

      

Where is the Service Available?
In 2023, Waymo partnered with Uber to scale its locations and offer autonomous rides in four major cities: Phoenix, San 

Francisco, Los Angeles, and Austin. Their services cover over 225 square miles in Phoenix. They operate daily across 

from Lands End to Bernal Heights San Francisco. There is a waitlist for the next two big cities which include Los Angeles 

and Austin. Waymo will cover 63 square miles from Santa Monica to Downtown LA. 

Advancements like Waymo exemplify the profound impact of automation on our lives, potentially reshaping how we 

commute, work, and engage with our surroundings. The promise of such developments prompts curiosity about what 

lies ahead. If you live in a Waymo-operated area, sign up for their waitlist to experience this technology firsthand. These 

efforts point toward a future where getting around is easier, greener, and safer. It’s an exciting time with big changes for 

how we will travel. Stay tuned for more information.

Self-driving cars 
bring many benefits 
compared to 
traditional vehicles 
that require manual 
operation. 
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Resources:
https://waymo.com/waymo-one-los-angeles/ 
https://waymo.com/blog/2023/03/a-blueprint-for-av-safety-waymos/
https://waymo.com/blog/2023/10/the-waymo-driver-now-available-on-uber-in-phoenix/#:~:text=Our%20partnership%20
with%20Uber%20allows,excitement%20of%20riding%20with%20Waymo. 
https://www.forbes.com/sites/technology/article/self-driving-cars/?sh=44a2f1e45e07
https://www.theverge.com/24065447/self-driving-car-autonomous-tesla-gm-baidu
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